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April 2016 

 

 

Dear New Staff Member, 

 

Welcome to Columbia Public Schools!  Just like many of you, we are all preparing for an exciting 

and productive start to our 2016-17 school year.  And in the spirit of our mission statement, you 

are the reason why every child will get an excellent education. 

 

As a Columbia Public Schools community, we know that teaching matters.  What each of you does 

in the classroom or in support of the teaching/learning process is the most important variable for 

student success.  Research consistently shows that expert teachers hold the key to student 

achievement.  It is with that in mind that we are counting on you to support us with these goals: 

 

Achievement:  We will promote the tenets of Professional Learning Communities by working 

together in the service of children.  We will invest in our employees with a long-term professional 

development plan. 

 

Enrichment:  We will ensure access to high-level coursework, world language offerings, the visual 

and performing arts, athletics, and career and technical education programs. 

 

Opportunity:  We will work to eliminate the attendance and discipline barriers that impede access 

to school by promoting both equity teams and restorative practices.  We will promote, facilitate, 

and enhance parent, student, and community engagement in district educational programs. 

 

Columbia Public Schools has been consistently regarded as a distinguished district.  This year, we 

were recognized as a National District of Distinction.  We are innovative and responsive.  We are 

accessible and accountable.  We have every expectation of continuing our tradition of excellence 

and achieving our vision of being the best school district in the state.  We are grateful that you 

have chosen to join this outstanding team. 

 

Welcome to Columbia Public Schools. 

 

We are one in the service of children, 

 

 

Peter Stiepleman 

Superintendent 

 

 

 


