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We believe that learning through the arts best prepares children for life. 

A Note from Mr. Elsea 

Happy New Year!   

I am continually amazed at the generosity of the 

Lee community.  Parents and staff brought in 

some amazing items for students to use their 

points and purchase in the Toolbox Treasurers.  

It is a long standing tradition that only continues 

with your support.  Thank you so much! 

The weather has not been so kind.  We didn’t let 

it dampen our spirits or performances.  The first 

grade will present their shadow puppets, in read-

ers theater style, in January. The kindergarten 

and first grade performances were absolutely 

lovely.  Thank you to all who were able to join us 

to watch this culmination of arts integration. 

This month our 4th and 5th graders will show-

case our school at the state music teachers con-

ference.  Mrs. Tummons, Mrs. Rainwater, Mrs. 

Johnson, Ms. Walter, Mrs. Norris, Ms. Koonse, 

Mrs. Elder and Mr. Robison have all been work-

ing to get them ready.  It is a honor to be accept-

ed to perform at the conference. 

Parent teacher conferences are coming in Febru-

ary.  We will have electronic sign ups again.  If 

that didn’t work for you, please let your teacher 

know. 

Welcome back to the new year and here’s to a 

great 2017! 

                  Dates To Remember 

10-PTA mtg. 6:00pm 

11-4th grade basketball tryouts (after school) 

12-5th grade Extravaganza 

     -5th grade basketball tryouts (after school) 

16– No School-MLK Day 

17—Ms. White’s ELL parent tea 7:45 am 

18-4th grade basketball tryouts (after school) 

19-ASB mtg. 6:00pm 

   - 5th grade basketball tryouts (after school) 

22-4th & 5th grade concert @ MO Theatre 

26-4th & 5th grade MMEA performance, 

will return to Columbia approx. 8:00 pm 

31-Dental Clinic 

 

Looking Ahead to February 

3-End of 2nd Trimester 

6-No School-Teacher Work day 

13-16-Parent/Teacher Conference Week 

17-No School-Teacher Work day 

20-No School-President’s Day 

22—Willie Cole visit 

Please remember to call the school if your child is late or absent from school. 

                214-3530 
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Grade Level News 

Kindergarten:  Kindergarten is starting units on non-
fiction texts and informational writing. We will inte-
grate these with science units on snow and win-
ter.  We also are finishing up our unit on measure-
ment in math and starting numbers to 100.  

1st Grade:  First graders will explore maps in Jan-
uary with an opportunity to use Ozobots to pro-
gram and follow fairy tale maps.  We will also 
begin a nutrition unit with Ms. Zapata from Mu 
Extension.  

2nd Grade:  Second grade will be starting their Jazz 
art integration unit in late January. We are looking 
forward to this unit that is special to second graders at 
Lee.  

3rd Grade:  2017 will be a “wild ride” as we begin our 
study of force and motion while investigating roller 
coasters, the pressure of the air around us, and play 
around with some Sheep in a Jeep. 

4th Grade:  Fourth graders are reading and writing 
biographies of Missourians.  They continue with divi-
sion. 

5th Grade:  In math, 5th grade will delve deep into a 
study of fractions, decimals, and percents!  We’ll also 
start learning about the opera, Rusalka. 

Counselor Corner 

In counseling, we will begin January with guided 
imagery lessons.  These will focus on calming and 
visualization strategies.  We are hoping to 
strengthen these skills within our students.  They 
will then be able to pull from these when feeling 
angry or upset.   

January lessons will finish up with growth mind-
set.  These focus on helping us highlight our vary-
ing strengths and abilities as well as working to 
develop and grow our talents.   

PTA News 

Join us for the first PTA meeting of the 
year!  Tuesday, January 10 at 6PM in the Media 
Center. 

Volunteers will be needed for the Silent Auction – 
watch the PTA Facebook page for more infor-
mation. 

PTA Dine to Donate night at Panera South on Jan-
uary 12 from 4-8PM.  A portion of the proceeds 
will help PTA fund activities and experiences for 
Lee students. 

 

Art News:  

First grade birds continue to fly on display at the 
State Historical Society in the east wing of Ellis 
Library.  Please visit them and the current special 
exhibit:  Standing Bear’s illustrations of Black Elk 
Speaks and Native American photos by Edward 
Curtis.  First graders will visit the exhibit this 
month. 

 

NOTES FROM THE NURSE 
 

Family Dental Clinic 

At 

Lee Elementary 

January 31, 2017 

Consent forms were signed and returned in Septem-
ber. Contact me with questions. 

214-3534   

   or   

     Rhrdina@cpsk12.org 
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Music News 

World Drumming will continue in January beginning on Tues-
day, January 10, 2017. We will NOT have drumming on Thurs-
day, January 27, 2017 (the day we travel) or Tuesday, January 
31, 2017. There will be a few new openings for fourth and fifth 
graders during February for a spring concert. Also, there is a 
small group of 4th grade students who have asked for a recess 
drumming group. That will start in February with priority given 
to students who are NOT in the morning drumming groups or 
choir who are willing to give 2 recess periods a week to prac-
tice. Notes and emails will be sent home! Thank you to all who 
donated to my Donor's Choose Grant! We will have 3 new 
drums when we come back from break! 

Choir will begin again on Tuesday, January 10. We meet after 
school until 4:00. All fourth and fifth graders are welcome. Any 
fourth graders wishing to audition for next year's CPS 5th Grade 
District Honors Choir are required to be members of their 
Home School choir. I work on the audition material as a warm 
up in music class and then as the audition approaches, students 
are welcome to work with me and my student teacher during 
their recess with some private or small group instruction. We 
always have a large percentage of members in the Honors 
Choir from Lee and there are several great 4th grade musicians 
who might be interested but are not currently in choir. 

 

East Elementary Attendance Area Information. 

Over the past few months, the attendance area committee has 

been working on a draft of the attendance areas for the ele-

mentary school that is being built in the Vineyards neighbor-

hood. The committee has carefully gone through multiple 

drafts in order to develop a scenario that can be presented to 

the public.  

 

 

 

 

On December 20th, a draft of the east elementary attendance areas 
will be posted live on a community forum. When the draft goes live 
on the 20th, community members will be able to view the draft 
scenario and provided feedback and comments on the draft. The 
committee will meet in Early February to review the comments and 
make changes to the draft scenario as appropriate. The committee 
will repost the revised changes and draft for feedback. 

You can access information about the attendance area changes by 
clicking on the link below http://www.cpsk12.org/Page/14001  The 
link to the public forum will be posted to this page when it is availa-
ble.  

The committee has been working on the drafts using the guiding 
principles that were established by the Board of Education.  

1.  The boundary considers this work as part of a district plan and this 
work is one part of a whole. 

2.  The boundary reflects the composition of the Columbia Public 
School community. 

3.  The committee recognizes the power of an elementary school to 
create community. 

Accessibility for families is essential (volunteering and attending 
school functions are easier  when the school is near) 

14.  The boundary can anticipate future growth of the neighborhood. 

5.  Consider time students spend on a bus and distance traveled to 
and from school. 

6.  Consider boundary lines that follow natural/manmade bounda-
ries. 

7.  Consider a transfer policy that allows 5th graders to remain at 
their previous school and                                                                                                                                                                  

     policies that allow siblings to remain.  

5th grade transportation will not be provided by CPS). 

 

http://www.cpsk12.org/Page/14001

