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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AT BOARD MEETINGS

The public is invited to attend all open meetings of the Columbia Board of Education and is

welcome to address comments to the Board as set out below.

Grievance through Established Policy and Procedure

Students, employees and any members of the public are encouraged to utilize established policies

and procedures for offering suggestions or addressing concerns and complaints prior to bringing the

issue before the Board.  The Board believes that many issues can be resolved by communication with

teachers, administrators and other staff and may refuse to address an issue if the individual

presenting it has not first attempted to resolve the matter through established procedures and policies.

Written Correspondence

Written correspondence may be directed to the Board, through the superintendent, for consideration

at a meeting.

Public Hearings

From time to time, the Board will schedule a public hearing to receive input on matters of concern

to the community, such as setting the district's tax rate.  The public will be provided notice of such

hearings as required by law.

Agenda Items

Members of the public who want to request that an item be considered for placement on the agenda

should contact the superintendent or a member of the Board of Education at least one (1) week in

advance of the meeting.

The following rules shall govern comment by the public on specific agenda items at open meetings

of the Board:

1. The public shall have the right to comment on all items on the Board's agenda that are to be

voted upon by the Board.  Such comments shall be after the Board's discussion and prior to

the Board's vote.

2. Members of the public may comment on items on the Board's agenda that the Board is

discussing or considering but that are not to be voted upon by the Board at the meeting.
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3. When public comment is in order, the president shall so announce and ask that persons who

desire to be heard come forward.

4. Each person desiring to be heard should, when recognized by the president, step to the

podium, speak into the microphone, and first state his or her name and address before

commenting.

5. Comments by any one person are limited to three (3) minutes.  Any person may be granted

additional time by the president or by majority vote of the Board.

6. Comments may be moved to a later time in the meeting or discussion may be limited by the

president or a majority vote of the Board, when such action is appropriate for conducting the

regular business of the Board.

7. Only comments that are addressed to the subject matter of the particular agenda item under

consideration will be received.  The president may rule out of order any comments that are

not addressed to such subject matter.  The president shall rule out-of-order all comments that

are irrelevant, repetitious or derogatory of persons, businesses or organizations.

8. Any person who is continuously called out of order by the president, who disrupts the Board

meeting, or who, having been admonished by the president, continues to make remarks that

are derogatory of persons, businesses or organizations, shall leave the Board meeting room

on direction of the president.

Any person refusing to leave the Board meeting room when so directed by the president may

be removed by an officer of the law.  An order to leave the meeting room may be appealed

to the Board as a whole.

9. These rules may be suspended from time to time by motion and majority vote of the Board.

Public Comment

The foregoing rules also shall govern comment by the public during the portion of the Board agenda

designated for "Public Comment," with the proviso that the time limit set out in Rule 5 shall apply

to each person who speaks (and not to each issue addressed) and except that Rule 7 shall not apply

and instead the following rule shall apply:

Only comments that are addressed to school-related matters will be received, but

such comments need not be related to specific items on the Board's agenda for the

meeting.  However, the Board will not receive comments on disciplinary or other

matters that are, or should be, the subject of preliminary administrative review and
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decision if the Board will or could be involved, at any level, as a hearing panel or

reviewing authority.  The president shall rule such comments out of order.  The

president also shall rule out of order comments that are not addressed to

school-related matters and all comments that are irrelevant, repetitious or derogatory

of persons, businesses or organizations.  The Board will not take action on a concern

at this meeting, but will direct speakers to the appropriate staff person to facilitate a

response.

* * * * * * *

Note: The reader is encouraged to check the index located at the beginning of this section

for other pertinent policies and to review administrative procedures and/or forms for

related information.

Adopted: 03/03/1997

Revised: 05/10/2004

Cross Refs: KC, Community Involvement in Decision Making

KK, Visitors to District Property/Events

KL, Resolution of Patron Concerns

Legal Refs: §§ 610.010 - .035, RSMo.
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