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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
HEADLINE: Local FFA Team Wins State Competition
 COLUMBIA, MISSOURI, Feb. 20, 2020 — Columbia Public Schools’ Columbia Area Career Center is 
proud to announce the 2020 results of the FFA Missouri Veterinary Science Career Development Event. Mattie 
DaHaven [Hickman High School] won first place and Gentry Duncan [Rock Bridge High School] won second 
place. They are joined by fellow team members, Emily Zimmerschied [CACC/Christian Fellowship School] who 
placed in fifth, and Kaya MacLeod [Rock Bridge High School] who placed in 12th. The 2020 CPS agriculture 
instructors and FFA advisors are, Mr. Kevin Duncan, Ms. Amy Hempen, Mr. Mike Kilfoil, Mr. Matt Praiswater, 
Ms. Sherie Rodekohr and Ms. Amanda Twenter.
 The CPS team will represent Missouri in the Vet Science Career Development Event at the 93rd National 
FFA Convention & Expo, Oct. 28 – 31, 2020, in Indianapolis, Indiana.
 The National FFA Organization is the premier youth organization dedicated to preparing members for 
leadership and careers in the science, business and technology of agriculture. FFA members are the future food 
industry’s premier human capital, and they are all driven by the organization’s foundational motto: Learning 
to Do, Doing to Learn, Earning to Live, Living to Serve. Cultivating their passion and connecting them to 
innovative thought processes and cutting-edge technology is critical to their individual ability to support and 
contribute to future sustainability in farming, science, medicine and business alike.
 The National FFA Organization provides leadership, personal growth and career success training through 
agricultural education to 700,170 student members belonging to 8,612 local FFA chapters throughout the United 
States, Puerto Rico and the United States Virgin Islands.
 CACC is a part of CPS and serves the community by providing the following education programs to 
a variety of ages including, but not limited to, career and technical education, college preparation, personal 
enrichment, literacy advancement and workforce development. The vision is to be a national leader in career and 
technical education. For more information, visit our new and updated website at www.career-center.org.
 As a district accredited with distinction by the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education, Columbia Public Schools is a reflection of the community. The vision is to be the best school district 
in the state, and the mission is to provide an excellent education for all students—from preschool to adult career 
education.
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