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From the Principal….

It is hard to believe that our 2020-21 school is almost over! It has been an incredibly challenging year. I want to take this
time to thank you again for your patience, grace, and understanding as we worked through the many different
challenges during this year of COVID. I can remember a year ago when we thought we would return to full in person in
weeks; and little did we know that a few weeks would turn into a full calendar year. Back in September when we this
school year started, we were not sure how virtual learning was going to work, however, we were determined to make it
work for every WMS student. We understood then, and know even better now, how important and vital our institution is
for our students and community. This has been a tough year and we would not have made it this far without your help
and support. Thank you!
Although this school year looked very different from any other, we hope you and your student(s) had a positive
experience. We learned so much about our capacity to teach and learn, and how resilient our students and community
are. We learned a lot and we look forward to continuing some of the practices that worked well during a worldwide
pandemic, as well as returning to regular school practices we are more accustomed to.
One change we are adjusting to is the last day of school! This year, our last school day for students is June 3rd and school
will dismiss at 12:05 p.m. Additionally, as we approach the final day of school, students often have a difficult time
focusing as we wrap up the school year. We ask for your help and support as we get closer to that date. Please
encourage your student to continue to wear their mask appropriately by covering both their nose and mouth during the
school day and concentrate on school to finish the year as strong as possible. We typically see more disruptive behaviors
around this time of year. We want every student to have a positive end of the school year experience and participate in
our grade level end of school year celebrations.
Mark your calendars :
All 8th grade students and their families are invited to the WMS 8th Grade Awards and Transition Ceremony, which will be
held at West Middle School over two days for our students transitioning to high school. On Thursday, May, 27th from 6-7
p.m., we will celebrate our 8th grade students with last names beginning with A-L; then on Friday, May 28th from 6-7 p.m.
we will celebrate our students with last names beginning with M-Z. Due to COVID restrictions, our students will be given
two tickets per family. We will live stream the event so that friends and family who are unable to attend in person can
still participate and celebrate this momentous occasion with us. We will share additional information regarding our
transition ceremonies in the next couple weeks.
Please see more upcoming events for our students on the next page.
This summer, West Middle School will offer an extended summer School experience from Monday, June 14th through
July 9th for our incoming 6th graders and returning 7th grade students. Please note that in the mornings, our doors are
locked until 7:05 a.m., at that time students are allowed into the building.
Throughout the school year we receive great support from volunteers and awesome parents. I want to thank each of you
for your continued support of West. We strive daily to provide our students with a quality education, to keep all students
safe, and to develop well-rounded students that can be successful in all areas.
This has been a memorable school year. I want to thank our faculty and staff for their commitment to providing the best
learning opportunities possible for our students during a most unusual school year. The collective contributions of our
West Middle School friends, families, and faculty members are what make West the Best!
Sincerely,
Dr. Melita Walker
WMS Principal
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WMS End of Year Events
•

Our staff and students will host a limited socially distanced performance of the musical Unmuted
on Friday May 14th from 6:30-8 and Saturday, May 15th from 7:00-9:00 in our West Middle School
gymnasium. Students will be given two tickets per family for this event.

•

6th, 7th, and 8th grade students will perform under the direction of Julie Swope and Adam
Matejek on Wednesday, May 19th at 5:30 p.m. next door to West Middle school at the Mu Health
Care
Pavilion.

•

6th Grade Awards Ceremony will be held on Wednesday, May 26th at 8:00 a.m.

•

7th Grade Awards Ceremony will be on Thursday, May 27th at 8 a.m. Both will be held during the
school day. Parents and guests will not be allowed to attend these ceremonies.

•

All 8th grade students and their families are invited to the WMS 8th Grade Awards and Transition
Ceremony, at West Middle School for our students transitioning to high school.
• Thursday, May, 27th from 6-7 p.m., we will celebrate our 8th grade students with last names
beginning with A-L
• Friday, May 28th from 6-7 p.m. we will celebrate our students with last names beginning with
M-Z

Due to COVID restrictions, our students will be given two tickets per family. We will live stream
the event so that friends and family who are unable to attend in person can still participate and
celebrate this momentous occasion with us. We will share additional information regarding our
transition ceremonies in the next couple weeks.
•

Field Days!
• 8th grade field day Wednesday, May 26th
• 7th grade field day Thursday, May 27th
• 6th grade field day Friday, May 28th
All field day events will be hosted at or around West Middle School. We will not transport or host
any events off campus.

This year due to COVID restrictions,
we will not host a WMS/SMS 8th grade dance.
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West Middle School Band Department
West Middle School Band Concert: Wednesday, May 19th
Location: MU Health Farmer's Market Pavilion (next to West Middle School)
Parking: Park in the West Middle School or Arc parking lot
What should the audience bring:
Attendees will need to bring their own lawn chair--seating will not be
provided for our audience
Please wear a mask. At this time we are not limiting attendance so we ask that you wear a mask and social distance.
What should performers wear:
Students should wear black pants/skirt; a band shirt that will be provided for them; a music mask that will be
provided for them; and nice shoes. Details have been discussed with your student. If you have any questions,
please check in with them for specific requirements.
Upon arrival:
Unless you are attending another portion of the concert, we ask that you don't arrive too early. Details of
times are listed below.
Students will go to the band room to prepare for the concert. Attendees will go to the MU Farmer's Market Pavilion.
Concert Times:
Part 1 (6th Grade Orchestra; 6th Grade Band; Musical Theater Showcase)
5:45pm--Concert Start
Band Members should arrive between 5:20-5:30pm and go directly to the Band room. (attendees will go directly to
the Pavilion)
Students will meet with Mrs. Swope & Mr. Matejek, prepare for the concert; and walk to the Pavilion as a group.
Band members will remain seated until the end of the Musical Theater performance.
Estimated concert time will be 30 minutes or less.
At the end of the concert, students will go back to the band room to put their instrument, book, and music away. They
are allowed to leave as soon as they have put everything away.
Part 2 (7th Grade Band; 7th Grade Orchestra; 7th/8th Grade Choir)
6:30pm--Concert Start
7th Grade band members should arrive in time to be ready and seated in the band room by 6:15pm. Students will
meet with Mrs. Swope & Mr. Matejek, prepare for the concert; and walk to the Pavilion as a group. (attendees will go
directly to the Pavilion)
Band members will remain seated until the end of the Choir performance.
Estimated concert time will be 30 minutes or less.
At the end of the concert, students will go back to the band room to put their instrument, book, and music away. They
are allowed to leave as soon as they have put everything away.
Part 3 (8th Grade Band; 8th Grade Orchestra; 8th Grade Choir)
7:30pm--Concert Start
8th Grade band members should arrive in time to be ready and seated in the band room by 7:15pm. Students will
meet with Mrs. Swope & Mr. Matejek, prepare for the concert, and walk to the Pavilion as a group. (attendees will go
directly to the Pavilion)
At the completion of the concert, students will need to assist in moving equipment back to the band room. We ask for
your patience as it will not take long if everyone helps. :-)
It has been a tremendous collaboration with Band, Choir, and Orchestra to be able to bring you a Spring Concert. We
look forward to seeing you on May 19th. Thank you for all of your continued support!
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Our final IPR of the year will be posted on Thursday, May 6 in Home Access Center.
We now begin the exciting task of scheduling our 600 plus students into their schedules of next year. It is
possible that students will be able to make Elective course changes on a first come/first served basis at
Schedule Pick-Up Nights in August. (Dates to be announced.)
*If you have questions about Hickman High School courses for next year, please call the Hickman Guidance
office, 573-214-3008 .
Advanced Math – If your student wants to take Algebra next year, it is vital that you discuss this with your
student’s current math teacher. We would love to know your student’s plan before summer.
**8th Grade Finals**
Most 8th grade teachers will give a final. Please look for this information to come home with your student.

Debbie Poese – Last Names A-H dpoese@cpsk12.org
Michael Onwulata – Last Names I-N (@ West on Monday/Friday available Wednesdays)
monwulata@cpsk12.org
Lauren Truelove – Last Names O-Z ltruelove@cpsk12.org
Cara Crumley – Outreach Counselor ccrumley@cpsk12.org
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Student Council asks ALL FAMILIES and FRIENDS to PLEASE save aluminum pull tabs for the
Ronald McDonald House!
Pull tabs can be found on beverages, soups, and many canned fruits, vegetables, and some meats.
We are trying to turn in as many pull tabs as possible because we are competing with other middle
schools in the central Missouri region.
Please turn your tabs into the mail office OR to Ms. McCarty (room 108) or Mrs. Trammell (room
115).
Let’s WIN while we’re helping the Ronald McDonald House! THANKS!!!

Attention all 6th and 7th graders:
Cheerleading and Mascot tryouts for next year will be held this May 17th-21st in the
Gym from right after school until 5:00 p.m. Please see Ms. Curtner in Room 208 to
pickup an informational packet and forms that need to be filled out before the start
of tryouts.
You will need to have a current physical in-hand to
participate in tryouts, or one on file with our athletic
director, Mr. York. Please get your physical as soon as
possible. They can be obtained easily at most Urgent/
Quick Care locations such as Mizzou Quick Care inside
Hy-Vee. Take your physical form (included in the packet
you need to pick up) with you with the patient information
filled in ahead of time.
Can’t wait to see you there!
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West Middle School PTSA News
“Making every child’s potential a reality”

2021-2022 PTSA Volunteers needed!
Our current PTSA board are all parents of 8th graders so will be moving on to high school. The
West Middle School PTSA is in great need of your help and support! We are currently seeking
to fill the following offices to keep this highly important organization going for your kids.
President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary

Please email jdyirelan@yahoo.com if you would are interested in volunteering for any open
position or would like further details.

Don’t Forget!
Please return any overdue library books to our mobile book return outside
of the media center! Even if the books are from a different CPS school, we
will get them back to their rightful owners! Clear up your library account!

PBIS Corner
Congratulations to our
Vikings of the Week!
6th Grade:
Cohen Benner
Adeline Rigdon
Natalie Sar
Ra’jon Rayner
Colton Nichols
Melody Klobnak
Kortney Stewart
Eva Simmons
Jerimiah Battie
Briella McKee

Congratulations to our
Viking Shout-Outs!
6th Grade:
Jaidyn Silva
Amirah Jones
Cohen Benner
Levi Luyett
Trumel Anderson
Olivia Karr
Ariel Bailey
Randy Smith
Essad Bolden-Johnson
Ivy Blake

7th grade:
Mack Johnson
Hanniah Anderson
Miles Pratte
Missy Hicks-Stevens
Malik Tolson
Ojima Adejo
Cameron Shackelford
Synaya Lewis
Isaac Mortimer

7th grade:

Henry Lammers
Kyri Adams
Robell Mengisteab
Max Wright
Sidney Sutton

8th grade:
Amelia Leon-Rudy
Adrianna Butler
Sania Hambright
Cheyenne Hunt
Brooke Morgan

Your WMS PBIS Tier 1/Student Support
Team:
Kristin Bailey
Shelby Butman
Tylor Coulson
Michelle Gadbois
Vanessa Kline
Adam Matejek
Melody Murray
Topher Otake
Sondra Smith
George Szabo
Sharon Young

Joseph Barnett
Beth Carter
Irica Dunkley
Danielle Gilchrist
Courtney Lewis
Sierra Michaelis
Patrick Ordway
Brady Richardson
Darren Swanson
Jessica Turner

Michelle Jones—Coach
mijones@cpsk12.org

Laban Haynie
Alonzo Simmons
Cole Spry
Chase Green
Gage Cross

Rachel Slight
Hadleigh McFarland
Freedom Hemingway
Kaylee Brewer
Lonna Rau

8th grade:
Henry Lammers
Amelia Leon-Rudy
Kobe Aust
Alex Taylor
Trennede Coleman
Jackson Fisher
Jeremiah Murray
Jane Bowen
Ni’Keela Davis
Maleah Parisi
Nathaniel Knarr

Congratulations to our Viking Club!
6th Grade:
Chris Morton
Abrianna Torufa
Briella McKee
Damen Coleman-Popejoy
Julius Henderson
Lyla Neuerburg
Cohen Benner
Lyberi Bruce

7th Grade:
Harry Odette
Logan Allen
Alonzo Simmons
Jackson Riley

Audra Crousore
Kalie Adams
Mylee McMichael
Ruth Chaplin

8th Grade:
Aydreannah Kateti
Jack Brennaman
Karimah Jebreel
Hudson Murray
Ryan Gold
Audra Willis
Daniella Nanduhura
Kenzie Goins

Nurse’s Notes
Nurse Reflection
Welcome Back to full time in person learning! We recognize that some people are excited, and
some people are nervous. We recognize that the Covid19 Pandemic is not over. Vaccinations
are still in progress for staff - studies about this virus and the vaccine are ongoing - guidelines
continue to change. However, in the health office our algorithms and guidelines remain the
same regarding student illness and in seat students. Students will continue to be required to
wear masks, wash hands, and not share personal items. We will do the best we can regarding
social distancing.
In the Health Office at West Middle School we continue to focus on maintaining a safe
environment at our school for those students who are in seat and staff. We continue with
Contact Tracing and following students with signs of illness. We are turning our eyes toward
the end of the school year, preparing for summer school and the fall school year.
Early Bird Special!! Turn in Documentation of your student’s immunizations and decrease
your stress! The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services requires all students get
a booster Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria & pertussis) and a Meningitis vaccine prior to entering
8th grade. We will be requesting all 6th and 7th grade parents provide documentation of
these vaccinations prior to entering 8th grade. Both in seat and Virtual students must be up
to date on their vaccines. I have attached a flier with additional information. The
sooner we receive the documentation the less reminder e-mails and phone calls you will
receive from us!! Therefore, less stress!!
Students with symptoms of illness will continue to be sent home for even minor symptoms.
To prevent being called to pick up your student – please see the attached symptom checker –
check your student BEFORE you send them to school. As you are aware, students can have
‘only a runny nose’ and test positive for COVID-19. They have NOT received the vaccine so we
will continue to follow the Children’s Mercy Hospital, Kansas City guidelines to keep all students
as safe as possible. Please be understanding if your student is sent home!
Please know that I am always available to you by phone or email for any questions or
concerns!
Lisa Griggs, RN, BSN

WMS School Nurse
Email: lgriggs@cpsk12.org

Phone: 214-3230

ATTENTION 6th & 7th GRADE PARENTS
MIDDLE SCHOOL IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS
FOR
2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR
ALL STUDENTS
MUST PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION OF THE FOLLOWING VACCINATIONS
PRIOR TO STARTING 8th GRADE

TDAP (tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis)
and
Meningococcal (Meningitis)
******************************************
IMMUNIZATIONS ARE AVAILABLE FROM
Local Physicians
Columbia-Boone County Department of Public Health and Human Services,
1005 W. Worley, Columbia, MO
Phone 874-7355

**Please be aware that the Health Dept. is not currently receiving walk-ins.
You must call to make an appointment**
The Health Department does not accept private insurance reimbursement; it does accept all forms of medical
assistance and can help with uninsured or underinsured individuals.
Please call ahead to verify coverage information

EXEMPTION CARDS
If Exemption Card is needed please contact
Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services
Jefferson City, MO
573-751-6400
PLEASE FAX or EMAIL DOCUMENTATION TO SCHOOL NURSE
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!
Lisa Griggs, RN
FAX #: 573-214-3231
EMAIL: lgriggs@cpsk12.org
Phone: 573-214-3230 Ext. 4

