
On Common Ground 
Third Grade, Trimester 3  

 

This newsletter provides an overview of what your child will learn based on the Missouri 
Learning Standards during the third trimester of third grade in reading, writing, and 
mathematics.  It also offers ideas to support your child’s learning at home. 

 
 

WHAT ARE THE MISSOURI 

LEARNING STANDARDS? 

 
 The Missouri Learning 

Standards initiative was a 

state-led effort to establish 

a shared set of clear 

academic standards for 

English language arts and 

mathematics that districts 

may voluntarily adopt. The 

standards have been 

created based on the best 

available evidence and the 

highest state standards 

across the country. 
 

 The standards were created 

by a group of teachers, 

content experts, school 

administrators, and parents. 
 

 The goal of the standards is 

to ensure that students 

graduating from high school 

are prepared to go to 

college or enter the 

workforce and that parents, 

teachers, and students have 

a clear understanding of 

what is expected from them. 
 

 The standards are also 

benchmarked to 

international standards to 

guarantee that students are 

competitive in the emerging 

global marketplace. 

 

Reading 
At school, students will: 

 Distinguish their own point of view from 
that of the narrator of those of the 
characters. 

 Describe the relationship between a series 
of historical events, scientific ideas or 
concepts, or steps in technical procedures in 
a text.  

 Compare and contrast the most important 
points and key details presented in two 
texts on the same topic. 

 Decode multisyllable words and words with 
common Latin suffixes (e.g., -able, -action, -
ment) 

 

Writing 
At school, students will: 

 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, 
supporting a point of view with reasons. 

 Write pieces that include an introduction, 
reasons for their opinion, and a 
concluding statement or section. 

 Use linking words and phrases (e.g., 
because, therefore, another, also, for 
example) to connect ideas or opinions. 

 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or 
recount an experience with appropriate 
facts and relevant, descriptive details, 
speaking clearly at an understandable 
pace. 

 

Mathematics 
At school, students will: 
 Explain equivalence of fractions (e.g., ½ =      
   2/4).  Express whole numbers as fractions  
   (e.g., 2 = 4/2). 
 Tell time to the nearest minute and 

measure time intervals in minutes. 
 Create two-dimensional designs that 

contain a line of symmetry. 
 Understand a fraction as a number on a 

number line and as part of a whole. 
 Partition shapes into equal areas. 
 Identify and model the unit fractions 1/2, 1/3, 

1/4, 1/6, and 1/8. 

 
 
 

At home, you can: 

 Read different types of books 
together, including fables, 
folktales, and myths; discuss 
the points of view of the 
character(s). 

 Read different texts written 
on the same topic and 
compare the important points 
and key details. 

 Read informational texts and 
Internet sources together; use 
text features and search tools 
to find information. 

 

 
 
 
At home, you can: 

 Encourage your child to keep a 
personal journal or diary to 
explain things he/she knows or 
learns. 

 Show your child how to use 
informational and literary 
texts and the Internet to 
locate information; use the 
information to formulate an 
opinion and write about it. 

 Help your child add details 
and reasons to support his/her 
opinions. 

 
 

 
 
At home, you can:  

 Practice reading clocks. 
 Look for objects in nature 

and around the house that 
have a line of symmetry. 

 Discuss how fractions and 
dividing shapes into equal 
parts are related. 

 Explain how fractions are 
used in everyday life (e.g., 
cooking, measuring lumber 
for a house). 

 Discuss how fractions and 
dividing shapes into equal 
parts are related. 


