
Parents & Guardians, 
This letter is to inform you about your child’s calculator needs for the 2018-19 school year. 

If your child is enrolled in: Calculator Needed Notes 

Intensified Algebra 
Algebra 1 
Algebra 2 
Pre-Calculus 
AP Calculus AB or BC 
AP Statistics 

GRAPHING calculator 

We recommend any graphing 
calculator in the TI-84 family.  These 
typically cost $90-$125 depending on 
what model you get.  Sales on these 
calculators will start soon, so keep an 
eye on the ads.  The last 2 years, 
Target has had great sales the last 
week of July. 

Prep for College Algebra 
College Algebra 

SCIENTIFIC calculator 
We recommend any calculator in the 
TI-30 family.  These typically cost $8-
$15. 

Geometry 
Functions & Data Analysis 

EITHER a graphing or 
scientific calculator 

If s/he has a graphing calculator from 
the previous year, great!  However, a 
scientific calculator will suffice for 
Geometry and F.D.A. if that is all you 
want to buy this year. 

Why is it needed and why are some classes different?  There are several reasons. 

 In our function-based courses, graphing calculators provide the capability to analyze functions not only 
algebraically, but graphically and numerically as well.  This gives students who learn in different ways 
more avenues to achieve a full understanding of the course objectives. 

 Graphing calculators graph data and provide statistics on data quickly so more time can be spent on 
more rigorous activities like analyzing and predicting versus computing. 

 Graphing calculators are allowed on the ACT test.  Having the student obtain familiarity with this 
calculator as they progress through high school will make using this calculator on the ACT more 
advantageous.   

 Graphing calculators are required on the Advanced Placement exams in Calculus and Statistics.  When 
students use them from Algebra 1 on up, they are very familiar with all the standard capabilities of 
their calculator making the advanced features that are specific to these courses easier to learn and 
navigate.   

 Our College Algebra class awards college credit through UMKC for those students who apply and 
qualify.  We must follow UMKC’s standards for this course which says students may only use scientific 
calculators on their exams.  

 
Why not just use a free app on the laptop for graphing and statistics?  We use those in class sometimes too!  
However, we cannot allow students to have their laptops open for tests for the obvious reason that they could 
google an answer or even chat with a friend during a test.  Plus, there are the familiarity reasons regarding 
standardized tests listed above. 
 
We know a calculator purchase can be a financial burden on some families.  When taken care of, the calculator 
should last well beyond the 4 years your child is in high school.  If, however, this purchase is not possible for 
your family, we have a limited number at school available for checkout.  We will allow seniors with need to 
check one out first, then underclassmen with need will have the opportunity after.  Like a textbook, any child 
checking out a calculator will be responsible for its return in May or face a fine equal to the cost of a new 
calculator.   
 
Other options include finding calculators on Craig’s List, at local pawn shops, or asking neighbors/friends of 
graduated students if they have one they would like to sell. 


