
Art – Third Grade  Page 1 of 5 
Items in red denote Essential Curriculum:  What All students must learn by the end of a grade level or course. 
8/25/10 

Section: Third Grade - Art 
 
Rationale:  Art provides opportunities for young children to learn about and express their place in the world 
through visual, tactile, and kinesthetic exploration of materials. While looking at and discussing art from this 
and other cultures and time periods, students develop vocabulary and critical thinking skills. 
 
Course Description:  During the third grade year, students will experience the following art media and 
processes: drawing media and techniques, painting media and techniques, printmaking media and techniques, 
sculpture materials and techniques, collage and assemblage materials and techniques, skills and techniques in 
clay/ceramics, simple weaving and the use of fibers. In the areas of aesthetics, art criticism and art history, 
students will look at and discuss art from various time periods and cultures in units on landscape, 
portrait/figure, still life, non-objective art, sculpture, decorative arts, design, architecture. 
 
Strand I: Product-Performance 
 
Learning Goal: Artists communicate ideas through artworks by selecting and applying media techniques and 
processes, subject matter, and themes. 
 
Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
Define realistic as art 
that aims to reproduce 
things as they appear.  

      

Define abstract as art 
that contains 
exaggerated, simplified 
or distorted subject 
matter. 

      

Define a cityscape as 
landscape with a focus 
on the built 
environment. 

      

Define the foreground as 
part of the picture 
appearing closest to the 
viewer, background as 
the part appearing 
farthest away and the 
middle ground as the 
space between them to 
create depth. 

      

Define horizon as the 
place where sky and 
ground appear to meet. 

      

Define placement on 
page, as objects placed 
on the bottom of the 
page appear closer than 
objects placed near the 
horizon line. 
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Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
Define public sculpture 
as sculpture designed for 
all people to see in a 
common area, accessible 
to the public. 

      

      Create an original artwork 
that communicates ideas 
about the following 
themes: community, group 
identity. 

  Identify and use warm 
colors as red, yellow and 
orange, and cool colors 
as green, blue, and 
violet. 

    

      Create artworks using the 
art concepts: lines 
(horizontal, vertical, 
diagonal), space/depth 
(foreground, middle 
ground, background, size, 
overlapping), color (warm, 
cool), non-objective, 
balance (symmetrical), 
landscapes (cityscapes). 

Define theme as the 
artist’s topic, idea or 
message. 

      

Define model as a three-
dimensional plan for a 
larger work. 

      

  Identify various themes 
in public sculpture. 

    

  Identify various 
materials used to create 
sculpture. 

    

    Identify and use size 
contrast. 

  

      Use additive and 
subtractive techniques 
(string, cardboard, glue, 
found objects).  

      Create a model of a public 
sculpture for our 
community (school, mall, 
downtown, park, etc.) that 
represents a person, group, 
event, or idea. 

      Create examples of 
post/beam, arch, column 
and dome. 
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Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
  Layer two or more colors 

using crayons, colored 
pencil, or oil pastel. 

    

  Apply paint in even 
strokes to create a wash, 
paint lines, and fill in 
shapes with even color. 

    

  Model with clay or a 
similar material; create 
applied and impressed 
textures. 

    

      Create an original artwork 
of a figure in an action 
pose. 

      Use paper to create a form 
(in the round). 

      Cut a symmetrical shape 
from folded paper. 

      Create a container (paper 
box, clay pot, fiber basket). 

   
Strand II: Elements and Principles 
 
Learning Goal: Artists communicate ideas through artworks by selecting and applying art elements and 
principles. 
  
Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
Define balance as an 
arrangement of parts 
that creates visual 
weight. 

      

Define sculpture in-the-
round as freestanding 
sculpture, completed on 
all sides. 

      

Define relief sculpture as 
sculpture that is flat on 
the back, and three-
dimensional on the front. 

      

Define symmetrical 
balance as that in which 
two sides are the same 
(mirror image).  

      

  Identify and 
demonstrate in-the-
round in reproductions 
and student works. 
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Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
    Differentiate between 

shapes and forms. 
  

  Identify and use 
invented textures. 

    

  
Strand III: Artistic Perceptions 
 
Learning Goal:  Viewers’ respond aesthetically to artworks based upon their personal experience and cultural 
values. Viewers analyze, interpret, and evaluate the quality of artwork through art criticism. 
 
Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
  Identify the following in 

artworks: media, 
meaning, subject matter, 
value, space, theme, 
purpose, place. 

    

    Respond to artworks by 
comparing and 
contrasting all of the 
following: media, 
meaning, subject matter, 
value, space, theme, 
purpose, place. 

  

    Describe, interpret and 
judge works of art 
including those made by 
one’s self and peers.  

  

    Using appropriate art 
vocabulary, compare 
different responses 
others may have to the 
same artwork. 
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Strand IV: Interdisciplinary Connections 
 
Learning Goal: Visual art is connected to performing arts, communication arts, math, science, and social 
studies. 
 
Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
List reasons 
(function/purpose) for 
creating a public 
sculpture: 
► to honor a person or a 
group of people 
► to note a historical 
event 
► to represent an idea 
► to enrich viewers 

      

    View, identify and 
explain the meaning of 
public sculptures in our 
community.  

  

    Compare the art and 
music of a particular 
culture. 

  

    Explain how the math 
principle of symmetry is 
used in art. 

  

  Identify works of art 
from the United States, 
Europe, and Africa. 

    

  
 
Strand V:  Historical and Cultural Context 
 
Learning Goal:  Visually literate citizens understand the role and functions of art in history and culture.  
Artists influence and are influenced by the cultures and time periods in which they live. 
 
Measurable Learner Objectives:  

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
  Identify column, dome, 

arch, and post/beam in 
examples of architecture 
from Greek, Roman, 
modern times and the 
local community. 

    

  
 

  


