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Section: Fifth Grade - Art 
 
Rationale:  Art provides opportunities for young children to learn about and express their place in the world 
through visual, tactile, and kinesthetic exploration of materials. While looking at, and discussing art from this 
and other cultures and time periods, students develop vocabulary and critical thinking skills. 
 
Course Description:  During the fifth grade year, students will experience the following art media and 
processes: drawing media and techniques, painting media and techniques, sculpture materials and techniques, 
collage and assemblage materials and techniques, skills and techniques in clay/ceramics, and the use of fibers. 
In the areas of aesthetics, art criticism and art history, students will look at and discuss art from various time 
periods and cultures in units on landscape, portrait/figure, still life, non-objective art, sculpture, decorative 
arts, design, architecture 
 
 
Strand I:  Product-Performance 
 
Learning Goal:  Artists communicate ideas through artworks by selecting and applying media techniques and 
processes, subject matter, and themes.  
 
Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
Define illusion of form in 
art through light, 
shadow, texture and 
value to create a three-
dimensional appearance 
on a two-dimensional 
surface. 

      

Define proportion as the 
relationship of the parts 
to the whole. 

      

      Create texture using any 
drawing media. 

Define abstract sculpture 
as sculpture that 
contains exaggerated, 
simplified or distorted 
subject matter.  

      

Define non-objective 
sculpture as forms that 
show no recognizable 
objects. 

      

Define additive sculptural 
method as a technique 
of building a sculpture by 
adding material. 

      

Define subtractive 
sculptural method as a 
technique in which 
material is removed by 
carving or cutting. 
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Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
  List and identify 

examples of materials 
(media) used to create 
sculptures, i.e., clay 
stone, metals, wood, 
paper, etc. 

    

      Combine simple forms to 
create a complex abstract 
or non-objective (in-the-
round) sculpture. 

      Create an original 
architectural design 
inspired by American 
architecture using the 
elements of architectural 
styles (roof, dome, column, 
arch, window, porch, 
tower, stairs, ramp).  

  Use paper joining 
techniques such as tabs 
and slits.  

    

  Use and clean materials, 
supplies, and tools 
appropriately (mix a 
variety of hues to create 
new colors; produce a 
sharp, clear edge 
between areas of color 
with tempera paint; 
apply layers of 
watercolor paint from 
lightest to darkest 
colors). 

    

  Use a subtractive 
printmaking process to 
produce multiple images 
(styrofoam, linoleum, 
carving blocks, eraser). 

    

      Create a portrait from 
observation using correct 
proportions (relative size or 
realistic scale). 

      Model with clay or a similar 
material; build a form using 
a coil technique. 

      Create a still life from 
observation that shows the 
illusion of form. 

      Create a landscape to show 
the illusion of space. 
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Strand II:  Elements and Principles 
  
Learning Goal:  Artists communicate ideas through artworks by selecting and applying art elements and 
principles. 
 
Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
Define positive space as 
the sculpture itself. 

      

Define negative space as 
the air space that flows 
around, above and 
through the sculpture. 

      

  Identify and use contour 
lines. 

    

  Identify and use 
symbolic shapes. 

    

  Identify and use the 
illusion of form (cube, 
sphere, cylinder, cone). 

    

  Identify and use implied 
textures and simulated 
textures, creating 
contrast. 

    

  Identify and use 
intermediate and neutral 
colors. 

    

Identify the arrangement 
of colors on a color 
wheel. 

      

  Identify and use 
converging lines to 
create the illusion of 
space on a single horizon 
line. 

    

  Identify and use 
asymmetrical balance 
(informal balance). 

    

  Identify and use relative 
size (realistic scale). 

    

Define color wheel as an 
arrangement of the 
primary, secondary, 
tertiary (intermediate) 
colors to show their 
relationships. 

      

Define color schemes as 
a plan based on the 
color wheel. 
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Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
  Identify analogous and 

complementary color 
schemes. 

    

   
Strand III:  Artistic Perceptions 
 
Learning Goal:  Viewers’ respond aesthetically to artworks based upon their personal experience and cultural 
values. Viewers analyze, interpret, and evaluate the quality of artwork through art criticism. 
 
Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
    Analyze objects in 

reproductions and 
student work to 
determine how artists 
use light, value, shadow 
and texture to create the 
illusion of form.  

  

    Analyze and evaluate 
architectural styles. 

  

    Discuss and develop 
opinions to questions 
about art such as “Who 
decides what makes an 
artwork special, 
valuable, or good?” 

  

Describe the use of the 
following in artworks: 
contour lines, symbolic 
shapes, illusion of form, 
implied/simulated 
texture, intermediate and 
neutral colors, 
asymmetrical balance, 
contrast/variety of 
textures, perspective 
(change in size, point of 
view). 
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Strand IV: Interdisciplinary Connections 
 
Learning Goal: Visual art is connected to performing arts, communication arts, math, science, and social 
studies. 
  
Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
Define American Art as 
themes/styles that 
originated in America. 

      

    Compare a work of art to 
a work of music. 

  

    Explain how American 
artists expressed the 
idea of patriotism. 

  

  
Strand V:  Historical and Cultural Context 
 
Learning Goal:  Visually literate citizens understand the role and functions of art in history and culture. Artists 
influence and are influenced by the cultures and time periods in which they live. 
 
Measurable Learner Objectives: 

Recall 
Level 1 

(Basic Knowledge) 

Application 
Level 2 
(Skills) 

Strategic Thinking 
Level 3 

(Reasoning) 

Extended Thinking 
Level 4  

(Products/Performance)
Define architectural style 
as a type of design used 
frequently during a 
certain time in history 
(popular fashion in 
buildings). 

      

      Create an original artwork 
that communicates ideas 
about the following 
themes: Missouri, 
patriotism, world, time 
(past, present, future). 

Identify works of art 
(painting, architecture) 
from the United States 
and Europe. 

      

    Compare and contrast 
two artworks on:  time, 
place, subject matter, 
media, use of elements, 
theme, purpose of art in 
culture, use of materials 
and technology. 

  

  
 


